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Getting Ready
Sunrise at Las Palmas from 

Sea Cloud II deck
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As the cruise industry returns to sailing this summer with 
a “vaccinated only” ship manifest, cruise operators are 
going to great lengths in ensuring there will never be 

another COVID-19 outbreak on their ships again like we saw 
in 2020. Almost all cruise and luxury vessels now have health & 
safety protocols that include social distancing, reduced capacity, 
face mask policy, temperature screening, medical facilities for 
PCR-RT or Rapid Antigen testing and more. Some cruise lines 
also have an Emergency Plan should one or two passengers start 
feeling sick with Coronavirus symptoms.

Infectious disease specialists and public health experts have been 
drafted to help develop the new protocols. Besides mandatory 
and full vaccination for all passengers and crew, these protocols 
typically require ships to sail at reduced capacity to facilitate 
physical distancing. Passengers can also expect better air filtration 
systems, cumpulsory masking in public areas, a new type of 
supervised buffet arrangement for mealtimes, well-equipped 
medical facilities for passengers who test positive while on board, 
limited and chaperoned shore excursions, al fresco dining, etc.

All this is going to send running costs through the roof, and 
most cruise lines are budgeting for extra costs as they prepare 
to resume voyages out of the US and Europe after more than a 

What to expect from 
Cruising Season 2021



year. Norwegian Cruise Line says it plans to spend 
about $100 million on health and safety. On the 
other hand, Carnival Corp, which runs nine cruise 
brands, forecasts hundreds of millions in additional 
spending. These are one-time expenses, their Chief 
Financial Officer David Bernstein said, adding that 
new  protocol-related costs will depend on the 
duration for which these are needed.

These contingency measures are necessary to 
regain customer confidence, even though they will 
eat into margins. But cruise operators are banking 
on strong demand for next year’s sailings, which 
could help offset the extra costs. With burgeoning 
demand for next year’s offers, even at substantially 
higher prices, companies are assured this will 
compensate for the increase in operating costs.
 
What keeps the optimism stoked is the fact that 
travelers are itching to hit the high seas. World 
cruises are selling out. The maiden voyage of 
Disney Wish launching next year is already fully 
booked. Even otherwise, cabins are hard to come 
by this summer because of fewer ships and reduced 
capacity, as well as passengers re-booking trips 
cancelled due to the pandemic. There’s a lot of 
pent-up demand.

In the United States, home of the global cruise 

industry, the CDC has laid down slightly flexible 
norms for passengers keeping in mind the pressure 
building up at home and abroad on making cruising 
possible. These include: 

•	 Cruise lines will not have to test fully 
vaccinated passengers when they 
embark or disembark, but only those not 
vaccinated.

•	 During port stops, and with permission of 
the cruise line, fully vaccinated passengers 
can go on independently operated tours 
or explore on their own, provided they 
wear masks while indoors.

•	 Cruise lines may allow fully vaccinated 
passengers to go without mask in open 
spaces onboard, except crowded settings.

•	 Passengers exposed to or contracting 
COVID-19 on a cruise won’t necessarily 
have to quarantine on the ship. They may 
be allowed to go home if they live nearby 
or to a hotel.

So, what may travelers expect on a cruise that is 
starting under highly controlled circumstances?

No visible crowding

Fewer passengers on ships mean there’s plenty 
of space to move around and get some privacy 
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even in public areas. Finding a cabin at discount 
prices would be another plus. The ports will be less 
crowded and more welcoming because most of 
them haven’t had any business in more than a year.

Unbelievable prices

Carnival is offering 40% off, Royal Caribbean 60% 
off on a second passenger, Princess is offering 
shipboard credits. Deals are a dime a dozen and 
2021 is probably the best year to save big on your 
lifelong cruise plans. Big promotions now will 
probably take the demand higher and extending 
well into 2022 and 2023.

Proof of vaccination

Vaccination requirements vary by cruise line and 
port, but some ships require proof of vaccination 
or offer perks for vaccinated travelers. It’s almost 
guarnteed that passengers will have a much more 
enjoyable time if they are vaccinated. As per CDC 
rules, ships that have at least 95% of crew and 
passengers fully vaccinated can use their discretion 
when it comes to wearing masks. Some ports allow 
indoor dining for vaccinated passengers only.

Cleaner ships, new technologies

Safety guidelines require rigorous cleaning 
procedures. Some lines have spent millions 
revamping air circulation systems on board. 
No cabin shares the same air. High tech seems 
to be the order of the day on cruise ships now, 
including QR code menus, contactless payment, 
virtual reservations and virtual queues, thermal 
temperature checks, UV sanitization and more.

More new ships

A large number of new ships will be inaugurated, 
specially since their onboard systems are already 
geared to a more exclusive cruiose experience for 
passengers. Disney, Carnival, Royal Caribbean, 
Crystal Cruises, Lindblad Expeditions, Seabourn, 
Viking, Regent will all launch new vessels in the 
coming 18 months. New ships will have better 
amenities and these are likely to be more modern.

Better medical facilities onbord

Normally cruise ships have one or two doctors 
on board and at least two nurses to be able to 
offer full-time medical care at the infirmary. Post-

pandemic, temperature screenings and testing 
will require additional full-time paramedical staff 
complementing the existing medical facilities. 
Ships will also have enhanced medicare facilities 
and staffing to better handle COVID-19 cases if 
they emerge. It will be close to impossible to keep 
isolated Coronavirus cases from appearing on 
cruise ships, but cruise lines are more interested in 
not letting these turn into a major outbreak.

Checking in with your doctor

If you are deciding whether or not to sail, discuss your 
health risks with your doctor. The best protection 
is to get fully vaccinated at least two weeks prior to 
the trip. Moreover, choose your destination wisely. 
Ask your doctor about destination risks. Locations 
with low Coronavirus incidence rates and high 
vaccination rates should represent the lowest risk. 
Whereas multiple port stops could increase risk of 
exposure. Timely research would be the best advice 
in these circumstances.
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Deck crew set sail
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Sea Cloud crew 
hard at work for 

coming season
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Transit to hotel 
and warm-up 
for the crew
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The Adventure 
of a Lifetime 

Starts Here

Looking for experienced 
Deck Crew for world class 

luxury vessels

Apply to:
Unicrew Management 
recruitment@unicrew.co.uk



Sea Cloud crew 
readying to sail
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CRUISE NEWS

Crew Schedule 

Sea Cloud / June-July  2021

Sea Cloud crew out of quarantine by 11th July.

12 - 16th July        Onboard Training 
17th July                ISPS Audit
18th July                ISM Audit
19th July                Provisions 
20th July                Departure LPA
31st July                 Arrival PRA
1st Augy                 Provisions
2nd Augy               Passengers

Sea Cloud II / June-July 2021
 
Majority of crew will enter hotel quarantine 
30th July for 14 days. Thereafter:

14 - 18th August     Onboard Training
19 - 20th August     ISM/ISPS Audit
21st August              Provisions 
21st August              Departure for Nice
28th August             Arrival Nice

Sea Cloud Spirit / June-July 2021
 
28th July                  Part crew arrives
3rd August              Remaining crew arrives
                                  Enters quarantine
17th August             Quarantine ends.
                                  All crew onboard
18 - 20th August     Cleaning, Crew Uniform
21 - 25th August     Onboard Training
28 - 31st August      Provisions, Stores
29th August             ETD
1 - 2nd Sept.             Photo shoots
3rd Sept.                   Mallorca – Christening 

Crew Change 

Sea Cloud II / LPA Gran Canaria 
 
2O Catarina Viegas, Disembarked 2nd June

EL Marko Kraljevic, Joined 8th June 

BO Segundo Albite, Disembarked 10-12th 
June

SM Frederick Buala, Disembarked 10-12th 
June

Rigger Vilmor Gemongala, Disembarked 10-
12th June

AB Roland Garciano, Disembarked 10-12th 
June

OS Harold Gregorio, Disembarked 10-12th 
June

Oiler Macario Datinguinoo, Disembarked 
10-12th June

B.Cook Christopher De Lara, Disembarked 
10-12th June

DH Angelito Banglos, Disembarked 10-12th 
June

AB Mr Adrian Libas, Joined 10-12th June

Carpenter Angelito Banglos, Joined 10-12th 
June

Rigger Khailon Rivera, Joined 10-12th June

AB Darvin Tago-On, Joined 10-12th June

OS Jon Wilson Lorono, Joined 10-12th June

Oiler Nelson De Lara, Joined 10-12th June

B.Cook Vicente Jimenez, Joined 10-12th June

DH Admir Hodzic, Joined 11th June

2E Hrvoje Grljevic, Joined 16th June

Purser Katia Knopp, Joined 11th July
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Passengers test +ve in Italy and 
the Caribbeans

Season 2021 continues to face challenges from 
occasional incidences of COVID-19 onboard 
despite efforts to create a secure bubble for 
passengers. Last month, two cruise ships hundreds 
of miles apart reported passengers testing positive 
despite every possible precaution taken by the 
company. However, these are isolated cases and not 
full-scale outbreaks of the past year.

Celebrity Cruises confirmed that two passengers 
sharing a cabin aboard the Celebrity Millennium 
tested positive during routine tests and were placed 
in isolation. Both passengers are asymptomatic 
and under the supervision of the medical staff 
onboard. The Millennium was five days into its 
return to service and the first large ship in the 
western hemisphere offered to American travelers. 
The ship was running on a reduced capacity of 600 
passengers and 600 crew. 

Celebrity required all crew and passengers to be 
fully vaccinated. In addition, passengers were asked 
to take a COVID-19 test within 72-hours of their 
departure from St. Maarten.

In the Mediterranean, MSC Cruises also confirmed 
two passengers sailing on MSC Seaside tested 
positive. MSC said the passengers, who were not 
traveling together, and their travel companions 
were isolated on the ship and disembarked in Sicily. 
MSC Cruises does not require all passengers to 
be fully vaccinated but is conducting tests prior to 
boarding and in the middle of the cruise. 

UNESCO to ban cruise in Venice

UNESCO, the UN’s world heritage organisation is 
likely to review its list of endangered destinations, 
renewing the call for a ban on all large cruise ships 
entering Venice. Insisting that the fate of the city 
may be in danger if officials don’t take immediate 
action, UNESCO said it would be considering a 
proposal during its upcoming meetings during the 
second half of July. Cruise ships pose a threat to the 
city’s canals and lagoon.

Italy’s politicians and Venice officials accused the 
national government of failing to take action for far 
too long. Minister of Culture Dario Franceschini 
acknowledged the rumors of UNESCO’s 
notification and admitted that immediate actions 
were required.

In March, the Italian government passed new 
legislation signalling work to begin on a long-term 
study meant to create a new port for large cruise 
ships that would keep them out of the canals but 
still provide an accessible location in the historic 
city for tourists. The legislation requires large ships 
to divert to the nearby Marghera port, preventing 
them from sailing through the heart of Venice. But 
Marghera port is not ready and will require massive 
investment in infrastructure. 

Environmental groups have warned that Venice’s 
days are numbers due to the harmful effects 
of  flooding. Tourism officials agreed about the 
importance of preserving the city, but also pointed 
to the economic contribution of millions of  cruise 
passengers visiting the city.

CRUISE NEWS

VACCINE SCHEDULE

Date Port Location Vaccination by Dr. Fincke

26th June Las Palmas Onboard SC / SCII J&J Vaccination SC/SCII Crew Onboard

27th June Las Palmas Quarantine Hotel J&J Vaccination SC Crew

30th July Las Palmas Quarantine Hotel J&J Vaccination SCII Crew

3rd August Vigo Quarantine Hotel J&J Vaccination SCS Crew
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absence while chaos descended on the world’s fleet. 
When flag states abandon their responsibilities, it 
encourages rogue owners to exploiut their crew 
without mercy at every opportunity. 

Sacrificing the rights of seafarers to protect the 
local populations from the virus is a predictable 
misfortune. But to prevent the situation from 
getting worse in the coming months, all seafarers 
and their family members must agree to  take 
the vaccine in its many forms. Vaccinations 
are the only passport to return to some degree 
of normality. Vaccinations are also the only 
way to restore a seafarer’s rights as key worker 
providing an essential service to people without 
discrimination. 

Many proposals have been made by the various 
stakeholders on how to deal with the situation. But 
state and local  governments remain at the heart of 
any implementation. Port states, for instance, could 
purchase and distribute enough vaccine doses to 
fully vaccinate all seafarers who are due to visit 
till the end of 2021. In addition, fully vaccinated 
seafarers should be allowed permanent exemptions 
for embarking and disembarking as part of 
crew change. Visiting seafarers should be given 
immediate access to medical and hospital facilities 
in case of illness and local officials should not be 
in a position to prevent them from coming ashore 
for hospitalisation. Allow repatriating seafarers’ 
bodies to their grieving families, and publish full 
information on how seafarers can access both 
vaccines and their rights in your country.

Our seafarers are still not 
getting a fair deal

For nearly 300,000 seafarers who worked on 
cruise ships, 2020 will be hard to forget. At the 
peak of the pandemic’s first wave, when the whole 
world was shutting down all manner of goods 
and public transport, stranded seafarers sudenly 
faced the the prospect of total abandonment and 
endless uncertainty, trapped forever on idle ships 
that looked more like marine graveyards. Cruise 
seafarers not only lost their livelihood but many are 
still waiting for a safe return back on board.

This year’s Day of the Seafarer is a painful reminder 

that perhaps our seafarers are still not getting the 
fair deal they deserve from the rest of the world 
community, and the time for token solidarity and 
empathy are way past their sell-by date. Since the 
outbreak of the pandemic, hundreds of thousands 
of seafarers have been forced to work for months 
beyond their contract terms. Not only did Port 
States no longer recognise a seafarer’s right to 
transit through their territory after disembarkation, 
even their home countries blocked them from 
reaching their families.

These random and indiscriminate government 
regulations have reduced seafarers into a state of 
perpetual slavery. Being unable to stop working 
creates a situation of forced labour. Moreover, 
even flag states remained conspicuous in their 

CRUISE NEWS
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Sea Cloud crew 
get their shots



Sea Cloud crew 
get their shots
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Everything is on schedule. First Sea Cloud, then 
Sea Cloud II and finally Sea Cloud Spirit, the new-
est addition to the Sea Cloud family, are all setting 
sail this summer. The older ships are returning to 
service after 14-15 months. Sea Cloud Spirit will 
embark on its maiden voyage after a highly suc-
cessful test sail earlier this year. 

The excitement is palpable. We have been prepar-
ing for this moment for over four months. The 
owners, Captains, crew, shore staff and all those 
who make the Sea Cloud experience possible have 
been anxiously waiting for a return to sea. Person-
ally, I am happy we are re-starting with our full 
crew complement in place. But there’s also a hint 
of trepidation and concern at what lies ahead.

The global cruise industry is moving ahead with a 
gradual return to service. New sailings and more 
ships are scheduled to start cruising in the coming 
months. Cruise executives are confident that their 
health & safety protocols will be effective, but they 
are also willing to revise procedures if necessary. 
Science has learned a lot about controlling the 
virus in these last 15 months. But at the heart of it 

From Jason’s Desk
all is immunization through vaccines.

Our resolve is to sail with fully vaccinated crew 
and our crew members will be vaccinated even if 
they were unable to receive it back home. It is our 
policy and the policy of the owners and Captains 
that all crew onboard the Sea Cloud fleet are fully 
immunized before passengers come on board. The 
doctors are flying to Las Palmas with sufficient 
stock of vaccines from Johnson & Johnson’s and 
Astra-Zeneca, both reputed to be highly effective 
against COVID-19 infection. 

Sea Cloud II crew already onboard were all 
vaccinated by end June. The remaining crew will 
be vaccinated upon arrival and enteringh hotel 
quarantine on 30th July. For Sea Cloud Spirit, 
all joining crew will be vaccinated in Vigo upon 
arrival on 3rd August.

This has been a tough challenge, addressing the 
hesitancy of some of our crew members about 
why they need to be vaccinated, issuing consent 
forms and getting the logistics in place to have all 
crew vaccinated in time. But we will get there.
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