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She’s home
Sea Cloud Spirit is delivered to 

owners, readying to sail
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The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has issued the latest Conditional Sail 
Order (CSO) for cruise ship operators that 

includes implementation of routine testing of all crew based on 
a ship’s COVID-19 status, increasing the reporting frequency 
of COVID-19 cases and illnesses from weekly to daily, and 
developing a plan and timeline for vaccination of crew and 
port personnel to reduce the COVID-19 spreading by crew and 
passengers.

In a letter to the cruise industry on 28th April reiterating its 
commitment for the resumption of cruises from US ports by 
mid-summer, the CDC responded to many of the issues raised 
by the cruise lines and for the first time provided detailed 
guidance as well as a new alternative to speed the resumption 
of U.S.-based cruises. Industry executives responded positively 
while cautioning that they were still reviewing the details.

The CDC instructions include creating protocols duly approved 
by port and local health authorities to ensure cruise lines have 
the necessary infrastructure to manage Coronavirus outbreak on 
their ships. The CSO further advises simulated voyages to allow 

Cruise restart 
likely in July, 
says US CDC
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crew and port personnel to familiarise themselves 
with the new COVID-19 protocol before sailing 
with passengers.

Recommending that all eligible port personnel 
and travellers (also crew) get COVID-19 vaccine 
when it is available, the CDC noted: “Covid-19 
vaccination efforts will be critical in the safe 
resumption of passenger operations. As more 
people are fully vaccinated, the phased approach 
allows CDC to incorporate these advancements 
into planning for resumption of cruise ship travel 
when it is safe to do so.” 

Later in April, the CDC issued a clarification of 
their letter to the cruise lines where it speculated at 
a likely resumption of passenger voyages by mid-
July, provided key conditions on health safety and 
infection management were met. According to a 
CDC spokesperson, the CDC announced five key 
clarifications for the existing CSO framework after 
a series of meetings between CDC officials and 
cruise line representatives. These clarifications are:

Vaccination
Ships may now bypass simulated voyages and move 
directly to open water sailing with passengers if 
a ship attests that 98 percent of its crew and 95 
percent of its passengers are fully vaccinated.

Waiting Period
The CDC announced that it would review and 
respond to applications for whitling down the 
waiting time of simulated voyages from 60 days to 
5 days, thereby putting cruise ships closer to open 
water sailing sooner.

Testing
The CDC will update its testing and quarantine 
requirements for passengers and crew to closely 
align with the CDC’s guidance for fully vaccinated 
persons. Fully vaccinated individuals may now 
take a simple viral test (NAA or antigen) upon 
embarkation.

Port Agreements
Cruise ship operators may enter into a multi-port 
agreement (instead of single port agreement) 
provided that relevant port and local health 
authorities are signatories to the agreement. Such 
multi-port agreements may be particularly suitable 
if one port has limited medical or housing capacity 
and a nearby port is able to supplement these 
capacities.

Quarantine
The CDC clarified guidance on ventilation systems 
and the ability for local passengers to quarantine at 
home if they are within driving distance.



The flag flies high on
the Sea Cloud Spirit

APRIL-MAY  •  2021      |      VOL.  I I   •  NUMBER 4



Owners & Partners on 
Sea Cloud Spirit
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Owners & Partners on 
Sea Cloud Spirit
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enhanced health and safety standards 
on board and a foolproof COVID-19 
protocol for passengers and crew. 

We are now preparing for the sailing 
restart. All crew on shore should establish 
contact with our local offices and let them 
know of their availability. In the coming 
weeks we will prepare a personnel roster 
for all three Sea Cloud vessels and start 
the process of finalising crew for the 2021 
and 2022 seasons. 

Alternatively, crew ashore may get in 
touch with us directly to indicate their 
availability. Contact email for crew ashore 
is cnoble@unicrew.co.uk. Look forward to 
hearing from you again. 

Sea Cloud Spirit was delivered on 29th 
April. The owners and managers were 
present at the Vigo shipyard in Spain 
to take formal charge of the vessel. At 
present, SC Spirit will remain at the Vigo 
shipyard for finishing and final touch-ups, 
waiting for the sailing season to start.
 
All Sea Cloud crew are informed that we 
continue to plan the restart of sailing  for 
August 2021, barring short unforeseen 
delays, and all crew are urged to seek 
COVID-19 vaccinations in readiness. We 
are looking forward to a great 2021 season 
and a busy sailing schedule. Sea Cloud 
ships are better prepared to resume sailing 
and provide an unparalleled sailing 
experience for guests under the cover of 

Calling All Crew
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Sea Cloud Spirit 
lounge & 

restaurant
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Sea Cloud Spirit 
library & fitness 
centre
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John Svendsen
Master, Sea Cloud

During the past year Sea Cloud has been 
going through a transition to embrace her 
true beauty. This vision inspired by the 
owners and managers carried out by all 
working onboard has been exceptional on 
all levels. We have had the opportunity to 
provide her loving care by passionate crew 
members dedicated in renewing her former 
glory. 

Of course, there are the many 
improvements that will be noticed 
immediately by all who cross her gangway 
and step on her striking teak deck. The Lido 
has been transformed into a more luxurious 
space for all to enjoy an ice cold refreshing 
beverage or BBQ. The Blue Lagoon teak 
paneling has been renewed and offers an 

evening more refined space to lounge in 
the sun. The area forward of the Cruise 
Director cabin and the Office has been 
renovated to provide a space for passengers 
/ crew to mingle and relax while watching 
the sails or stars above.

Then there is the areas improved for the 
overall enhancement of the passenger 
experience onboard, that may not be as 
noticeable. All systems have undergone 
inspection and / or improvements to 
maintain the highest standards, from 
engineering to the galley and hotel spaces. 
An example that can be notice by the 
people enjoying a cup of coffee or tea on the 
promenade deck, would be the passenger 
pantry upgraded to all stainless steel 
bulkheads and shelves. 

Most importantly, the enhancements to the 

Master’s report
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crew areas and the way that we will take Sea 
Cloud back into service with passengers 
will be the appreciated by all. The higher 
level focus on disinfection and social service 
distance will bring an unparalleled level of 
service and attention to all the details. 

As someone I respect very highly once said 
“This period has been pure gold for Sea 
Cloud.” What I translate this to mean, is 
that like her golden eagle she will soar once 
more across the sea in all her glory!  

Kathryn Whittaker
Master, Sea Cloud II

Hello Everyone!!! 

All of us on board Sea Cloud II are excited 
with the news that we will finally start 

sailing again later this summer! Detailed 
lists of what must be done to get this 
lovely ship we call our second home ready 
for this big event are being made for all 
departments!  We are taking inventories of 
supplies needed, continuing with regular 
safety inspections and our weekly drills, 
tuning and exercising the rig, getting the 
new sails ready to hoist, chipping the 
rusty bits and tackling the vast amounts of 
varnish that needs to be done!  

Many of the crew on board now will soon 
go home for short vacations and return 
for our planned start up.  We have been 
working and maintaining the ship for over 
a year and now there is real excitement and 
enthusiasm, even an electric vibe amongst 
the crew to get started again — to welcome 
back our ship mates and to start sailing 
again!!!

Master’s report
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Sea Cloud crew 
readying to sail
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Sea Cloud crew 
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Unicrew Management Liberia Limited 
as Crew Manager and Employer for the 
seafarers assigned to the Sea Cloud, 
Sea Cloud II and Sea Cloud Spirit 
have a duty to care for and protect 
their employees, with the obligation 
to take reasonable steps to reduce any 
workplace risk.
 
We have approved COVID-19 protocols, 
in collaboration with the Ship Owner, 
to keep our crew safe and healthy, 
including testing and quarantine. 
With the planned restart of the sailing 
of Sea Clouds vessels, we Strongly 
Recommend all crew members to get 
vaccinated before they rejoin.

We know vaccines are not readily 
available in all countries and each 
nation has its own plan on who should 
receive the vaccines in what order of 
priority. We do not have all the answers 
right now but the Company is working 
on alternative solutions on how to 
resolve this issue for our crew.

There are various approved vaccines 
available around the world which are  
effective at preventing mild and severe 
symptoms of COVID-19 infection. These 
vaccines are giving hope of a return to 
normalcy whilst building protection for 
us all and keeping us safe. Please keep 
us informed on your situation.

COVID-19 Crew Vaccination 
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“We will be featuring some of our most innovative 
and more modern vessels in our fleet. And to make 
it even easier and safer for our guests to reach our 
ships from closer to their homes, all our itineraries 
will feature additional ports of embarkation,” 
Onorato said. In the Mediterranean alone, MSC 
Cruises will offer its guests up to 15 ports of 
embarkation.
  
MSC Cruises claims it has taken a leadership role 
in itinerary planning and the protocols put in place 
ensure that guests were virtually traveling in a 
safe bubble and could do anything onboard, says 
Achille Staiano, vice president of global sales. “We 
took a leadership role, going back into service last 
August with protocols and the approvals of the 
Italian, Greek and Maltese governments,” he added.

Starting with Italy, Greece and Malta, the company 
was also in discussion with ports, health authorities 
and officials in other countries and MSC Cruises 
was expecting more countries in the Mediterranean 
and Northern Europe to open up soon. With more 
ships, Staiano said MSC was working with existing 
and new destinations and discussing enhancement 
of facilities to accommodate the larger volumes of 
passengers carried by the larger ships. 

“We carry some 184 different nationalities 
among our guests on our standard seven-day 
Mediterranean cruise. And what we used to call 
emerging markets, we now call new markets, and 
they represent major pillars among our source 
markets. So, the Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Turkey, Egypt, Israel 
and other countries give us the opportunity for 
further growth.”

MSC Cruises will continue to dominate the 
European market with 18 ships and estimated 
annual passenger capacity of three million, 
according to the 2021 Cruise Industry News 
Annual Report. Costa Cruises with 10 ships and an 
annual passenger capacity estimated at 1.6 million 
came second in rankings.

Filipino seafarers moved up 
vaccine priority list

Filipino seafarers were pushed up higher in the 
country’s priority list for COVID-19 vaccine 
recipients, and placed under frontline personnel in 
essential sectors, including uniformed personnel. 
The Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management 
of Emerging Infectious Diseases approved the 
recommendation to reclassify Filipino seafarers in 
the priority list.

Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade called it a 
“very good development for our maritime industry 
champions — our seafarers,” adding that Filipino 
seafarers worked silently and yet their contribution 
was crucial to keeping the economy thriving. 
Senior government officials said the prioritization 
of Filipino seafarers in the country’s COVID-19 
vaccination programme was meant to secure 
their employment, and to ensure the safe shipping 
operations of essential goods amid the pandemic.

Top priority would be given to active seafarers and 
those personnel with sea service records within the 
last three years, while new seafarers or those with 
sea service records prior to 2018 would be ranked 
second in priority. A total 549,000 active seafarers 
are deployed overseas, while some 51,000 are 
working domestically. Another 181,000 seafarers 
did not have sea service within the last three years.

MSC Cruises restarts with a 
bang, 10 ships sailing in summer 

MSC Cruises has announced new itineraries in the 
Mediterranean and across Europe for the summer 
with six ships back in operation in the Western 
and Eastern Mediterranean and four more ships 
cruising in Northern Europe. CEO Gianni Onorato 
said the entire MSC Cruises team was looking 
forward to welcoming both returning and new 
guests for a memorable, relaxing and safe holiday. 

CRUISE NEWS

APRIL-MAY  •  2021      |      VOL.  I I   •  NUMBER 4



Floridians, and those across the nation that rely on 
the cruise industry for work, continue to wait for 
updated guidance from the CDC,” Senator Scott 
said. “Cruises can and should resume, and we’re 
going to do everything we can to bring back our 
cruise industry safely.”

The bill asks the CDC to issue recommendations 
on how to mitigate the risks of COVID-19 to 
passengers and crew onboard cruise ships and 
establishes a “Working Group” that will develop 
recommendations to facilitate cruise ship 
operations in the United States.

DNV audit to focus on crew

DNV has instructed its safety management auditors 
to specifically address crew health, work and 
living conditions in their 2021. “We believe that 
increasing our focus on the risks associated with 
seafarer fatigue in our safety management audits 
will help support safer operations at sea,” said DNV 
Maritime CEO Knut Orbeck-Nilssen. 

DNV said it had established a separate audit 
protocol for challenges to crew well-being with the 
help of in-house experts. The new audit protocol is 
grounded in the International Safety Management 
Code (ISM) and the Maritime Labor Convention 
(MLC). The main objective is to ensure safety at sea 
by requiring companies to provide a safe working 
environment after assessing possible risks to ship 
personnel and establishing appropriate safeguards.

“The health and well-being of seafarers is of 
interest not only because of the need to prevent 
the spread and consequences of COVID-19 and 
comply with industry standards, but also because 
it is key to companies meeting their objectives and 
goals for safe and effective operations,” said Georg 
Smefjell, head of Maritime Management Systems 
(MMS) Services at DNV. Focusing on relevant 
ISM objectives and implementing appropriate 
safeguards for risks related to the pandemic will 
enable better handling of ongoing challenges.

US senators urge 4 July restart 

Three Senators introduced a legislation to revoke 
the CDC’s Conditional Sail Order and require 
the CDC to provide health and safety guidelines 
for cruise ships to resume operations. Initiated by 
Florida Senator Rick Scott, along with Florida’s 
Marco Rubio and Dan Sullivan of Alaska, the bill 
requires voyages to restart as soon as 4th July, 
America’s Independence Day.

“While many sectors of the economy have been 
safely operating for months under CDC guidelines, 

CRUISE NEWS
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Crew Change 

Sea Cloud / April-May  2021

Captain J Svendsen, Joined 21st April
 
3O Djorde Cvjeticanin, Joined 29th April 

CE Yuriy Konchak, Joined 2nd May

3E Belgin Amet, Joined 25th May

Captain S Komakin, Disembarked 25th April

2O Eric Limis, Disembarked 30th April

CE Alexandru Pirlou, Disembarked 4th May

3E Dumitru Ticala, Disembarks 29th May

Sea Cloud II / April-May 2021
 
Fitter Nicolae Jitea, Joined 15th April

Fitter Mykola Kalashnikov, Disembarked 
16th April

Captain K. Whittaker, Joined 2nd May

3O Marian Hedler, Joins 29th May

Captain J. Pfenninger, Disembarked 3rd May
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It is a moment of great joy and anticipation for 
all of us in the Sea Cloud family and the recent 
delivery of the Sea Cloud Spirit brings with it ad-
ditional responsibility to find crew that can create 
an uncomparable sailing experience for the ship’s 
passengers. As things now stand, the Sea Cloud 
Spirit is getting final touches on its outfitting post 
delivery. Its maiden voyage is scheduled for Sep-
tember, a 10-night round trip from Rome.

We are busy finalizing the crew list for the new 
vessel. As with the other Sea Cloud ships in the 
fleet, we are looking for people who not only have 
excellent credentials but also a passion for sailing. 
At the same time, we want to ensure that the new 
members of the Sea Cloud family must be fully 
aware of their responsibilities towards fellow crew 
members and guests and try and protect fellow 
passengers from any health risk arising onboard 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Meanwhile, we have very encouraging news from 
the Philippines — Filipino seafarers will receive 
their Coronavirus vaccines beginning June and 
the Manila authorities ar currently working out 

From Jason’s Desk
the modalities of the inoculation process. Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte has already given his ap-
proval for the same.

According to the Association of Licensed Man-
ning Agencies (ALMA) Maritime Group, Filipino 
ship crew are being encouraged to take the vac-
cines whenever and whereever they can, but at 
home they are aiming for the Johnson & Johnson 
variant because it’s a single dose vaccine. John-
son & Johnson (Janssen) filed an emergency use 
authorization application in the Philippines for its 
vaccine in early April and currently the applica-
tion is under consideration.

We are planning for the Sea Cloud crew to arrive 
at Las Palmas 27th June with 14 days hotel quar-
antine prior to embarking. For the Sea Cloud II 
crew to arrive Las Palmas 30th July with 14 days 
hotel quarantine prior to embarking and for Sea 
Cloud Spirit the crew are planned to arrive Vigo 
between the 30th Jul and 3rd of August with 14 
days hotel quarantine prior to embarking. Work 
is in progress and our offices are busy with the 
preparations. 

APRIL-MAY  •  2021      |      VOL.  I I   •  NUMBER 4


